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	Topic Sentence
	· Topic sentence aligns precisely to the thesis OR answers the prompt precisely (when appropriate, author and title are added to topic sentence).  

	· Topic sentence aligns to the thesis OR answers the prompt (when appropriate, author and title are added to topic sentence).  


	· Topic sentence sort of aligns with the thesis OR sort of answers the prompt (author and title are not added if needed).

	· Topic sentence does not align to the thesis OR does not answer the prompt.


	Ideas
	· At least two examples of well elaborated text-based evidence are used. 

· Format:
· Claim

· TBE

· Commentary


	· At least one example of well elaborated text-based evidence is used.
· Format:

· Claim

· TBE

· Commentary


	· An example is used but it is not well elaborated. Claim, TBE or commentary is missing.

	· No examples are given, or, if given, do not support the topic sentence. 



	Coherence of Ideas
	· All elements of the student work precisely support the topic sentence.

	· All elements of the student work generally support the topic sentence.

	· Some elements of student work support the topic sentence but not all.


	· Few elements support the topic sentence.



	Transitions
	· Transition is abundant. Ideas flow well from one idea to the next.
	· Transition is adequate. Ideas flow from one idea to the next.


	· Little transition exists.
	· No transition exists.

	Conclusion/Clincher Sentence
	· Concludes with a concluding/

clincher sentence that relates tightly to the topic sentence.
	· Concludes with a concluding/clincher sentence that relates to the topic sentence.
	· Concluding/

clincher sentence does not closely relate to the topic sentence.

	· Does not conclude with a conclusion/clincher sentence.
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